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The Wyden Amendment (Public Law 105-277, section 323 as amended by Public Law 109-54, Section 434) authorizes the Forest Service to enter into cooperative agreements to benefit resources within watersheds on National Forest System lands … for the following purposes:

· Protection, restoration and enhancement of fish and wildlife habitat and other resources,

· Reduction of risk for natural disaster where public safety is threatened, or

· A combination of both.

To clarify the types and locations of projects off of National Forest lands that benefit resources in watersheds of National Forest lands as directed by the Wyden Authority, the following was discussed by the Siuslaw Stewardship Project Board of Directors.

Terrestrial Projects:

Upland habitat projects must have the intent of creating or maintaining biodiversity on the landscape.  Types of projects that will be considered include but are not limited to; development of late-successional habitat; creation or maintenance of habitat for neotropical migratory bird species; protection, maintenance or creation of fully functioning dune habitats; creation of upland meadows or other early and mid-seral habitats for rare or unique species or elk forage.  Project proposals will be accepted from lands within a 1 ½ miles from Siuslaw National Forest lands (based on the home range radius of the northern spotted owl and elk movement).  

Riparian and Wetland Projects:

Riparian projects throughout the basin will benefit water quality (temperature and sediment), stream habitat (over time), and nutrient contribution.  The case for a benefit to National Forest lands can be made for all areas of the watershed.  Riparian projects that have a substantial potential to make measurable differences in water quality would be a high priority for funding.  Both fresh water and tidal wetlands that contribute to a demonstrated increase in aquatic species biodiversity, help to restore natural stream function and serve to attenuate flooding are all encouraged.  Particularly high priority will be given to tidal wetland projects that remove dikes and restore tidal channels, given that work in the Siuslaw Estuary has been identified as a very high priority.  Generally, riparian and wetland restoration projects in sub-watersheds containing National Forest lands would be a higher priority than projects in sub-watersheds with no National Forest lands.

Water Quality Projects:

In addition to riparian and wetland projects that improve water quality, projects that reduce point and non-point sources of pollution can be submitted.  Good examples include upgrades to poor road and trail drainage in high priority sub-watersheds, road decommission, improvements to sanitation facilities at undeveloped or poorly developed sites, and cleanup of dumpsites that contain materials harmful to the watershed.  Projects must demonstrate direct effects to water quality and mitigation work already mandated by law can not be funded.  A project such as a new vault toilet at a dispersed recreation site must demonstrate strong partnership and matching funds from the manager of that site.

In-stream and Fish Passage Enhancement Projects:

In-stream projects throughout the basin are seen as a benefit to resources on National Forest lands due to the opportunities both types of projects bring to open up more fish spawning, rearing and thermal refuge habitats.  The greater the number of fish being produced in the basin, the more inherent resiliency there would be should a catastrophic event occur.  In-stream projects that have a substantial potential to make measurable differences on the quantity of fish habitat available would be a high priority for funding.  Removing barriers downstream of National Forest lands would be a higher priority than removing barriers in the upper watershed, above National Forest land.   

Invasive Weeds:

To help determine what weed projects to fund, the following is a breakdown of potential threats to adjacent lands.

A. Absolutely Necessary - anywhere in the Basin/Stewardship Area.  These are species that disperse down creeks and rivers such as the knotweed, are aquatic species that can get transported from one body of water to another on boats, trailers or gear.

B. Important- vector or resource impact connection with NF lands needed. These species are not yet common or have only recently arrived in the area. Often times they are transported from one site to another as seeds or plant part stuck on to vehicles or tires.

C. Site Dependent - adjacency to NF and resource impact connection needed.  Some of these species are widespread and common in Oregon. An example would be the Scot’s broom. Often times, in addition to being relatively common, they have very light seed that is dispersed by wind such as tansy ragwort or birds such as Himalayan blackberry.  Funding for removal of these species would depend on desired outcome of the weed removal project.  For example, if removal would enhance special habitats (plover nesting areas) or would protect an otherwise pristine area, or would accomplish other objectives such as riparian forest enhancement.

Stewardship Invasive Plant Priority list:

	Scientific Name
	Common Name
	Category       
	Habitat

	
	
	
	

	Ammophila arenaria        
	European beachgrass
	C
	D

	Brachypodium sylvaticum
	False brome
	A
	U,R

	Buddleja globosa
	Butterflybush
	B
	U

	Calystegia sepium
	Hedge bindweed
	C
	U,R

	Centaurea maculosa
	Spotted knapweed
	B
	U,R

	Centaurea pratensis
	Meadow knapweed
	B
	U

	Centaurea solstitialis
	Yellow starthistle
	B
	U

	Cirsium arvense
	Canada thistle
	C
	U,R

	Cirsium vulgare
	Bull thistle
	C
	U,R

	Clematis vitalba
	Clematis
	B
	U,R

	Cortaderia selloana
	Pampas Grass
	B
	U,R

	Cytisus scoparius
	Scotch broom
	C
	U,R,D

	Cytisus striatus
	Portuguese broom
	B
	U,R,D

	Elodea densa
	So. Am. Waterweed
	A
	A

	Hedera helix
	English ivy
	C
	U,R

	Ilex aquafoluim
	English holly
	C
	U

	Impatiens glandulifera
	Policeman's Helmut
	B
	R

	Iris pseudocorus
	Flag iris
	B
	R,A

	Lathyrus latifolius
	Everlasting peavine
	C
	U,R

	Linaria dalmatica
	Dalmatian toadflax
	B
	U

	Lythrum salicaria
	Purple loosestrife
	A
	R,A

	Myriophllum aquaticum  
	Parrot feather
	A
	A

	Phalaris arundinacea
	Reed canary grass
	C
	R

	Polygonum cuspidatum 
	Japanese knotweed        
	A
	R

	Polygonum polystachyum
	Himalayan knotweed     
	A
	R

	Polygonum sachalinense
	Giant knotweed      
	A
	R

	Rubus discolor
	Himalaya berry
	C
	U,R

	Rubus laciniatus
	Evergreen blackberry
	C
	U,R

	Sasa palmata
	Bamboo
	B
	U,R

	Senecio jacobaea
	Tansy ragwort
	C
	U,R

	Ulex europaeus
	Gorse
	B
	U,R,D


